Fly by Wire

Digital controls are changing the way outboards are rigged
aild (\])CI‘RLL‘CL BY CAPT. DAVE LEAR

FROM SMART PHONES AND CAMERAS Lo enlerfainment systems, the digital age is chang-
ing the way we work and play, The same halds true for bosting. £very month my col-
league, Glenn Law, describes in his colunin liovw marine electronics are going digiral
fester than & Pentium chip.

FRur the impaet doesnt end there, High harsepower antboards with compurerized
contral modules maximize performance and fuel efficiency. Networking capability be
tween th lets the nperator monitor varions functions, igitsl
technelogy is also rapidly shifting, literally, to the helm. Mercury, Suzuki and Yamaha
wire engine throttle controls on select outhoard mod

and compor

all now offer electronic “fly-
&ls. The advantages of nsing dara rather than cable ave numerons.

unning and handlin;

al controls, there’s no
cable binding or play, so the operacor
has smooth, positive shifting ar sl times
and precise throttle response, especially
atlow epim levels,” savs Cus Blakely, a
sales manager with Suzuki Ourboards.
“It’s as close to clunk-[ree shilting as

you can get”

RIG FASTER AND EASIER
INITIAL RIGGING TIME is greafly reduced
with digital controls because of the
single wiring harness. That simpliciy
makes it easier to conmect multiple en-
gines or add secondary control stations.
After installation, digital throttles are

steering systems. Mercury developed an
electro-hydraulle power steering setup
for the Verados. Similar to a cas, it uses an
electric pump with a hydraulic steering
cylinder to reduce torque and fatigue,
Suzuki and Yamaha relied on existing
after-market products. Teieflex Marine
(teleflexmarine.com}, makers of Seastar
hydraulic steering systems, beefed up

Harnessing
the Horses

DICITAL CONTROL THROTTLES are not the
oniy accessories unique to big block
outboards. Because of their heavier
weight and the extrs torque genarated,
spucial modifications are reguired for the
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cylinders and added a power-assist pump
o counter the extra welght and torque.

Latham Marine (lathammarinie com)
buids another aption spacifically for tha
Yarmsha F350 V-8 engine. Its side-mount
stainless-steel bracket ties into the
power head so the entire englne tums
instead of pivating on a center-mount
connecting pin.




