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CHASING
A DREAM

Al Copeland Jr.
hopes to break the
propeller-driven
water speed record.

By Gregg Mansfield

With 12,000 horsepower
from four turbine engines,
Phenomenon—a 56-foot
catamaran—was unveiled
at the 2009 Key West
World Championships.
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Al Copeland, who was battling a rare

form of cancer, stood up in front
of his family and announced that one
of his last wishes was to break the
propeller-driven speed record.

Unfortunately Copeland passed away
a few months later at age 64 and
never attempted his dream. But now
Copeland’s son, Al Jr., is pressing
forward with the effort by completing
the 56-foot catamaran Phenomenon
his father was building.

“That just goes to show how
important that (record) was to him,”
Copeland Jr. said. “He had only two
things he wanted to accomplish in his
life at that point in time.”

The elder Copeland, who founded
the Popeyes chicken chain and was an
avid offshore racer, started building the
custom boat about two years before his
March 2008 death. Work on the boat
was being done under a cloak of secrecy
in a building near New Orleans.

The catamaran, which was unveiled
at the Key West World Championships
in November, features four T-55 turbine
engines capable of making 12,000
horsepower. All of the power is being
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HEADSETS, LIGHTS AND MORE

channeled through four Arneson drives.

A four-turbine boat will burn plenty of
Jet A fuel—approximately 1,000 gallons
an hour—so the catmaran was built
with a 1,960-gallon fuel capacity.

Weighing in at nearly 26,000 pounds
dry, Phenomenon was built without a
large section of the front deck between
the sponsons. The full-canopy boat
featured thick acrylic windows and
custom-made seats.

Scott Barnhart, who oversaw
construction of the boat and will
throttle it in the record attempt, said
the catamaran was built with safety in
mind. Originally they wanted to create
a 65-foot boat, but after wind-tunnel
testing, they scaled the boat down to
56 feet with a 13-foot, 6-inch beam.

“l wanted the hull to be able to
withstand a 325-mph impact,” Barnhart
said. ‘At the speed we're going, we want
more weight to keep us in the water.
Going over is not going to happen.”

Bob Latham, owner of Latham
Marine in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., was
brought in on the project to design the
boat’s controls and steering system.
Because of the quad engines, 12
throttles would have been required to

][ - A TIMEOUT wiTH
AR "|  DEAN LOUCKS
A

accommodate N1 shutoff and transition
to N2. He was able to reduce it to eight
throttles—still a substantial number for
Barnhart to handle.

But Latham’s greatest concern was
building a rudder that could withstand
the forces at speed, especially if the
boat left and re-entered the water
while at high speed. The rudder was
machined from 1 1/2-inch-thick
proprietary stainless steel.

“We had to come up with something
massively strong,” he said, “but still be
very aerodynamic at those speeds.”

Copeland hopes to take a run at the
water speed record of 220.43 mph
held by Miss Budweiser early in 2010
in Sarasota, Fla.—although the boat
still hadn’t been in the water by mid-
December.

Copeland’s wife, Liz, said she is
proud of her husband but knows the
offshore boat will be running in
uncharted territory.

“I know my father-in-law was an
innovator and he wouldn’t have taken
a risk he couldn’t handle,” Liz said.

For more photos of Phenomenon,
go to www.powerboatmag.com.

QUICK TAKES
DEEP IMPACT 36 OPEN





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


